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No Cafe fo well reprefented as by thofe that feel it. 
This is.the Reafon why Letters fent from feveral Parts are Printed in this Paper. 


A third Letter from Scotland, Signed 


by the Principal Merchants in Edinburgh, re- 


prefenting the miferaole State of Scotland, for want of their Trade to France. 


Another. about the Fifhery, promifed in the next; which ends the Part 


Scots Trade. 


ae aris we De bd 


aul 


OF 


“ = ye" 





aur pend | ‘2 a 
ancisn it SOEEE r & 3 


i : : is 





© Man can fo feelingly exprefs the Cir- 
cumftances which afflict another, as the 
Perfon himfelf ,who is afflicted, and there~ 
fore Phyficians and Surgeons choofe to 
{peak with the Patient himfelf, if poffible, 
that they may have a true Account from his own 
Mouth of what aggrieves him. 





In like manner it is not probable,that any Author or 
Writer fhould defcribe fo exaély, or exprefs fo lively, 
and with fo feeling a Senfe, the Lofs, tho’ but for a 
time, which the delay of the late Treaty of Commerce 
muft neceffarily be to the refpective Parts of Great- 
Britain, where our Trading People refide, as may be 
done by the Inhabitants, Traders, Manufacturers and 
Merchants of thofe Parts themfelves. 


For this Reafon, being to fpeak of the Share or Part 
Scotland will have in the Misfortune of this Bill, and 
feveral Letters and Reprefentations of their Circum- 
ftances being fent up, as well to the Writer of this 
Paper, as to private Perfons, complaining of the Con- 
dition they are reduced ro, and the yet worfe Circum- 
ftances they are like to fall into, on this Account: The 
MERCATOR cannot do better,than to reprefent 
their Cafe in their own Words; or to fpeak more 
properly, to give them the occafion of fetting forth their 
Circumftances in their own Terms. 


To this end, Two Letters or Papers received on that 
Subject, have already been mace Publick: and as feveral 
more are already come to hand, equally Significant, 
and all confirming fiom Scotland, what has been already 
afferted here, of Pritrain in general, (viz.) That the 
French Trade has bec advantageous to them, and would 
again have been fo, liad rhe Articles lately in Debate 


been made Effef&tual ; and that by the failure thereof, 
the Dutch will now have the Profit ot the whole 
Trade: Thefe Things being fo lively reprefented in 
thefe Letters, and fo exactly agreeing with the Matter 
of Fa&, the MERC ATOR cannot think, but it 
will be very acceptable to go ofa little further in the 
fame manner ; and let the Trade and Interefts of every 

art of the Country be reprefented by themfelves: And 
Ry this Reafon the following Paper is publifhed, being 
part of a Letter fent up from Edinburgh to a Gentleman 
of Scotland now here, and Signed by the moft eminent 
Merchants and Traders in that City. . 


Dear Sir, 
° WE wrote you laft Poft, and fince have thie 


Honour of yours, of the rgth Courant, giving 
“ an Account of the Tenour and Import of the 
< Commerce-Bill, now thrown out in the Houfe of 
«© Commons ; and, that fome Gentlemen now at London, 
“ are pleafed to fay, that the Thoughts of our prin- 
“ cipal Merchants here quadrate therewith ; whichthey 
“ have no Reafon to fuggeft of us: And fince you de- 
“ fire our Opinion anent this Affair, we fhall humbly 
“ sive it you, without any Prejudice or Partiality. 
“ As to what We conceive of the 8th and gth Ar- 
ticles of the Treaty, and of the Bill to make them Ef- 
feétual, we believe, with all Submiffion, the Bill was 
very wifely and properly adapted for the Benefit of 
our Commerce, aiid with abundance of Caution, as 
keeping clofe to the Import of the Tariff; and efpe- 
cially in that it was therein declared and provided, 
that we fhould ‘have equal Privileges with the Dutch, 
or any the moft Favoured, whereby we might have 
ftill expeéted to have been on as good a foot as any 
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“ of them, if not fomewhat better: only there is an 
* ObjeSion made by fone here, ( Viz.) Thae leaving 
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it to Her to take what Terms and Conceffi- 

‘Hons the French would be pleafed to give. This Ob- 
Miection, as it favours very much of Difrefpect and 
want ofdue'Confidence.in the Queen, and thofe en- 


crufted by 


Her; fo at the Bottom we conceive it to 


mig2 "be ill-founded, becaiife by the very Nature of the Bill, 
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“ there ate plain Conditions and Reftriétions, without 
Pertormance of which, no reciprocal Agreement can 
“* be made. A 


“ Upon the whole, we are of Opinion, that the © 


“* Patling of the Bill had been very much for the* Ad- 
“ vantage and Intereft of shis Country ; 


apes that ghe~ 
“ Lofs of it cannot chapte but have the Contrary Bife 


“ fects, We muft have-French Wines and Brandy; 
© coft what it will, and Salt for our Fifhing, and for 
“ this have no Produét as Matters now ftand, which 
we cai) Gepend upon will turn to any Account in 
France: Grain is a very uncertain Commodity, and 
probably they will not want jc ; Our Lead cannot be 


© fenty bur with a confiderable Lofs ; our Woollen Ma- 


“ nufaétures, and Dry-Fifh, prohibited ; our Herrings 
- under fuch Duties asare equal to a Prohibition ; our 
Salmon highly raifed in the Duties, and not in De- 
mand-; and, in a Word, nothing we can fend but 
‘ wherein the Dutch may ferve them 40 per Cent. 
cheaper, with Profir: So that how, or by what occa- 
fion, the Gentlemen of our Country, who approve of 
its Being thrown 6ut, have been induced and 
brought into fuch Meafures, feems as yet very myfte- 
rious to us. And tho’ we think it may be a very dif 
ficult Step to, retrieve what is already done, yet we 
prefume your Country will owe you their Dutiful : 
Acknowledgments,, if you and all the Worthy. and 
Honourable Gentlemen of this Country, who havea 


“ Senfe of the heavy‘Burthens and Calamities under 


which this part of the Nation groans ; and without 
“¢ fome’ Providential Relief, muft unavoidably fink, 
would, in a convenient Seafon, exert your felves, and 
ufe your utmoft Endeavours to get this fo Important 
“ an Affair fet at rights again,.and redrefs’d by all 
means poflible ; being hopeful, that after a due Con- 
fideration and Refleétion upon the State and Cir- 
“* cuniflances of it, thofe Gentlemen of this Country, 
“¢ who differ'd from you, efpecially the Trading Men, 
may be brought to another Notion of it, than what 
** they have hitherto entertained. 

- For however it may -be as to England,we know 
“not; we know indeed their Pretences for the Silk 
Manufactures and for the Portugal Trade,tho’ we may 
not perhaps be allowed to be proper Judges of thofe 
“Things : How far it may be difadvantageous to other 
“Pradefinen, Artificers and Manufacturers, not de- 
“pending on any of thefe, we fhall not take upon 
** us to determine, becaufe not acquainted with thefe 
“© Matters; but as for what concerns a Trade by this 
* Country with France, upon the Treaty of 1664. and 


ce 


“ according to the Pretenfions in the Bill of Commerce, 
“ we prefume to fay, and we hope they will not refufe 
“ it, that it might be. beneficial to this Country, as 
«© Experience has proven it_in paft Times to be; 
«and that we may haye a Ballance returning to us 
“ yearly in Cath from our Exports; in Jicu of what 
“ we muft neceflarily fend out, or pay in Bills drawn 
“ on us for the value of our Imports, fuch as Wines, 
«“ Brandies, Salr, &c. while the Dutch will be driving 


.“ a Frade in what we fhould Export to very good 


“ Advantage. Mt 
“ Our ‘Merchants are not fo eafily conveen’d, as 


“ whereby we could have all their Opinions to fend 


“ you by this Poft, Sahar fe had been done; mean 
“ while the moft-confiderable‘ate very forry the Bill is 
“€ thrown out, and will write their Thoughts to their 
“ Friends about it. We fubfcribe our felves, 


SIR, 


Your faithful Humble Servants. » 
This Letter fpeaks the Senfe of the Merchants in 


Scotland fo plainly, that it would be needlefs to add 


any thing farther: And-tho’-many more Letters of like - 


nature are come to hand from other Parts of Scotland, 
fetting forth’ the Lofs in ‘Pepe to tht Trade of Scot- 
land, indeed it might be {aid the Ruin of Scotland by 
the Difappointment of theFreaty of Commerce, and 
its being delayed fo long as till the next Parliament ; 
yet this may fuffice as to the general. 


The next MERCATOR ‘hall offer orié Letter more 


felaing to the Fithery there, and then fhall leave that 
part of Britain, and dire& the Eyes of ‘the Reader to 
our own Country ; where, tho’ it is the Happinefs of 
the People not to be yet fo impoverifh’d as in other 
Parts, yet the Burthen falls as heavy in proportion. 
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Col. 1. laft line, dele to the prefent purpofe. Col. 2. 1.3>. 
for all read ane. tb. 1. eee eton x. Heretors. fb. 
laft line but 7. for Laird Saltown x. Laird of Saltoun 
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